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An American Foaf? 
From Clive Harper & Debra Mumy, of Hertforshlre 

We have recently been told a dory wllich bears many of the hallmarb of a 
FOAF talt. Tht story conceme� two air stewardesses wllo checked Into a 
hetel room lete 0111 lliglrl. Thero �tts an awful smeU In the roo11 ark! so they 
uked ta be mO\'ed. The Manager told them tMt the hotel wu complete� lull 
and he could only offer them the one roo11. Being very tired and not wanti115 
to look for another hotel, they agreed to doy In the room. In the momi115 one 
of the woman had resaon to look under bod and loulk! • dead bolf, wllich wu 
the cause o( the awful smell. 

The dory was told to us in an seriousness � an American wo111an whe hu 
jud retired u a dewardm with United Airlines. A further detan, thot the 
dewardess worked for A.r.�rican Airiines, �tts appellded to the tale in such 1 
wny u to "prove" the veracity of the dory. 

Drunken du ck s re c alle d 
From Mary V. Bonney, Berkshire. 

The item about the chicken on the "Newsliaes" page reminded me o( 
something told bv rrry late mothger, wlto �ttt bom 111 1892 If Didcot, which 
epptrently took ploea In the neighbouring villege e( Harweft, Berb., then 
ftmous (or its cherry orchards, when sha �tts a chnd. 

A woman o( Horwell kept fine ducks. One year there was 1 glut of cherries, 
so she mode her surplus fruit intu wine. The dones, skin, and so on, were 
wentually dumped In he.r 5arden. _Thtt efte!"'on the �tts ho�ed to find her 

six �ucks �lng apparently dead. However, she �tts not • �ttstelul person, and 

sit to �ueking them all, ree� for sale. : . 
Suddenly, u she completed the Joil, the ilirds ilegan to c�me to life, norsily 

- they lied only made themselves �ind drunk enthe remarn� o( the cherry­

mash. Their owner then ut te •s•in, this time with her .•Id red Rannel 

petticott" and made • sort of jacket (or etch bird. Untn therr feathers grew 

again these scarlet-jacketed ducks were one of the si girls or �erwell. . 
1 do not know when this ell happened. lt mty be • legend handed down rn 

the erea. The only sure things ere thet u.,Jcll eherrie� er� ".�
owned; end 

tMt well-made cherry wine, like an "innoeent old molds dnnks , hu to be 
trelted with respect, in the slus. 

TV Capers and and medial secrecy 
From Peter Rogerson, of Mencheder 

Thanks for the latest F.F. - a greot improvement. I can just rememiler two 

rather vegue fool dories. 
1. TllE DISOBEDIENT TV. This frielld o( rrry ftther !years ago wllen TV �tts 

jud comifl! In) had a TV set wouldn't switch off. All th� would hoppen was 

thot it would dim down. Sometimes it would come on bv itself. 1t appeared he 
lived near power lines alld datie electricity charged up the valves. 

2. TllE SECRET WARD. This frielld e( rrry Etther's had • little b� who �s 

taken serious� AI alld had to lit edmitted to one of Manchester t leedrng 

hospitals. This guy, of course. went to visit his son. One nlglrl �e sot rather 

Jod and found himself in 1 drtfl!e ward. There he sow • babv with two hces 
on one head another all head and no bo�, another with greet masses of 
Resh from � cheeks, etc. A nurse explained thot he shouldn't have been In 
there and thot the ward should have been kept locked. 
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The barbaric practice of fox hunting exists partially because of 
folklore and fairytales. Or so some would say. The myth of the cunning 1 
fox with its devious craftiness has been nurtured in generations of 

\ ;_ children by authors and publishers who should known better. Fables have . . meaningful! messages ,but they can unwittingly cause pain, misery and .J.' · · , perpetuate deaths. Despite • The Sly Fox and Little Red Hen". Today fewer .�..... i' 
·
> ·· :· '!... u. 

than 5t of foxes ever taste poultry <though this can largely be 
, ..../' ' .(_. ··'t:�· ' "thanked" upon the concentration camp battery farming method>. Our /(>� )li. 'r11,'�, �. 

picture shows a fox ...... . \;4< ,�.y ... ,.,,,,. ((\'.' 
which lives under a 

.
. , · � r- 1 ·� ... ben-house on the Tay- � ' • 

lors' farm in Cleve- � land. The pair of "': ..... 
foxes never harm the ':.l. · . · ·· . 1-J'J poul try but have 

�-.'.:-·�-� caused a dramatic fall - �  
i n  the rat population 
since taking up 
residence. <1> 

Other foxes havg art­
ificial earths built 
by hunts so they can be 
easily reared for the 
hunting season. Is this 
what they mean by "con­
servation"? The double 
standards hypocrisy; 
which is what it amounts 
to, has cubs encouraged to use the homes and then when the educational 
process of teaching young hounds how to kill as a pack arrives, earths 
are barred by a grille or stones and they become •verminous pests• to 
give young dogs a taste of blood. <2> 

The blood-
sports lob by ,..TJ.,..�-t;-l_'N._'N_'fR._C_fT ___ Y�H�OUSI--:::--N-G--.,.------...., 
cranks out CRISIS ts AN ANATHEMA 
some weird- TOA OOUNTJ<'I'DWr:LLER Ult.E 
wonderful .M&:- "RE.VI�D AS VERMIN 
propaganda 

ov Tl-IE 0'11£: 1-WofD. • • 

to justify 
its gory 
activities. 
Some even 
claim the 
fox enjoys 
the bunt! 

One anti-field sports journalistrelates how a huntsman attempted to 
claim the fox Will sometimes give thebounds the slip and then watch 
laughing from behind a wall, amused that its pursuers were going the 
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wrong way. Anthropo­
morphistically he 
absurdly added that: 
"You'll never hear a 
fox scream, they know 
when theeir time is 
up." Does it hurt? 
Only when I laugh, 
sir." <3> 
Then we look with 
loathing upon badger 
baiting and dog pit 
fights. The irony here 
is that if you ill 
treat a dog it is 
illegal, if you harry 
a fox to exhaustion 
and kill it, it is 
not. I wonder, just 
maybe it has some­
thing to do with the 
classes of people 
involved. 

But, of course, most 
of us are animal 
lovers. Maybe there 
are ignorant, senti­
mental types round­
ing up foxes in towns 
and driving them out 
to mid-�ales in vans 
and releasing them 
into the wild where 

they belong. Do-gooders unaware that their charity means these urban 
foxeswill snap up every lamb, hen, duck, pheasant chick or pet cat in 
sight. At least that's the scenariopainted by the �elsh Farmers' Union 
to explain the plague of foxes in the Berwyn mountains. 

V.F.U. president Huw Hugbes demanded police and R.S.P.C.A. action, 
calling the practice "extremely irresponsible." 

Vice-president Gwilyn Jones had "evidence that a person saw a van 
letting foxes out on an unfenced mountain road near Bala. And: "There is 
reason to believe they are breaking the Wildlife and Countryside Act by 
moving creatures from one habitat to anoth.er. We have enough foxes 

. lready without more being dumped here." 
, 

Had Mr Jones seen the van? Ho. But others had. And there was 
circumstantial evidence _ foxes had begun coming near mid-Vales houses 
to scavenge in dustbins. Jones the Gullible thought his neighbour Mr 
Morris might know more. "It wasn't me who saw thevan" but "I'm convinced

--/-·�· · the story is true." Can a chauffeur be a believable author! ty figure? "I=::;;;;;if 
heard a chauffeur who drives for a shoot at Llanarman Dyffryn-Ceirog has 

J,.; been talking about it." 

So to that unpronouncableable placeand its West Arms pub. Mick 
Matthews Jnr.an estate gamekeeper, says: "I have not seen anyone myself, 
but I have heard a lot of rumours about it. I think ther must be some 
truth in it. Ther certainly are a lot more foxes around." 

Reporter John Ezard hunting along what he called "the spoor of 
anecdote" and suspecting "the story could be no more than a folktale," 
was told by Matthews he had heard a van full of foxes had refuelled at 
the Brynteg Garage, Glyndyfrdwy, and been noticed by the owner. At the 
garage Ian Rodgers answered the phone: "You're calling about the foxes 
aren't you? I had a blokefrom what I think he said was the British Field 
Sports Society asking the same question earlier. No, it's not true. 
Nobody like that stopped here. My wife or I are on all the time, so we'd 
know." <4> 

Local police and R.S.P.C.A. knew nothing of the alleged fox dumping. 
So does this leave us with a new meaning for the acronym foaf? Friend Of 
A Fox? 

References: 

<1 > Bryant, John, "The Sly Fox & the Little Red Hen ... ", �ildlife 
Guardian, No. 3, 1986 . 

l2) XcMahon, John, "Artificial Fox Earths 'Hypocritical'", Wildlife 
Guardian, No. 3, 1986. 

<3 > Vood, Sean, "Country Matters", Today, Oct. 17 , 1986. 
<4 > Ezard, John, "On the twisting trail of a fox folk tale", The 

Guardian, Feb. 1, 1986. <credit: Chris Lovegrove) 
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URBAN SAM FOX 
We knew a Samantha Fox tale 

would emerge. But firstly an 
Australian magazine has issued 
a warning on the dangers of hlgh­
flying ladies with silicon-implanted 
bosoms. "In certain circumstances," 
it claims. "they can explode." 
<Peter Tory column, Star, 22/10 /86). 

Columnist Grovel in Private Eye, Ho. 
646, claimed this boob by pneumatic 
Sam, which I rep�?duce without 

� �· further comment: • I attend the Zanzibar .__ .... , 
Club, asleazy joint in Great Queen Street. � - � 

Much to my delight I find myself at 
the table of Bruce Xatthews the Man­
aging Director of News International. 
He isdiscussing the evolution of the 
silicon chip with his society dentist 
when Samantha Fox joins us. Overhearing 
the conversation and completely misunder­
standing the context in which silicon was 
mentioned Ms Fox threatens Xatthews with 
her laywer <sic) who is drinking somewhere 
else in the club.' 1 

£'. 

.� 
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E 
DOMINO player 

Howard Young's 
on-the-spot joke 
landed him in the 
operating theatre. 

For he hac to be cut open by 
surgeons three months after 
swallowing one of the pieces. 

The domino dromo began when 
29-yeor-old Howord wos playing 
o go me in the Horden HoteL 

Joble u Howord, of Rosedole 
T erroce, Horden, popped the piece 
in his mouth os o party trick. 

But the joke went wren� w�en the 
domino remained stuck msode hom. 

Speaking briefly to the Mail, the 
practical joker said he began to feel 
unwell when the piece refused to 
pau through his system. 

. . ·-·:. ��� ' 
«<'l<}•»,'$/�1 by ill::'(;{� 

Peter French 
i2!!><0.-JL'!!·�,;W�) 

"I swallowed ii in Moy, but oh er a 
while I began to feel terrible," said 
Howord. 

"lt wos making me ill so I went ,to 
hospital,'' he added. 

Staff at Hartlepool General 
Hospital gave Howord o series �f

. 
X­

roys when he turned up complomong 
of stomach pains. 

lost month he was admitted to the 
hospital ond hod the domino sur· 
giH�r��d'·�·��ther Morgoret said 
the domino - which her son now 
carries about with him - come out 
partially digested. 

"He wos very lucky," said hi' 
mother. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

MI 
. 

The Ion�
·

����
· 

�f 
.
the H

.
orden Hotel 

. 

refused to comment to the MaiL 
But another village pub licensee 

said it wos not the lint time Howord 
hod performed his domino-eating 
stunt. 

Nimmos landlady Julie Wilkinson 
said: "This is the third domino he hos 
swallowed. 

"The othen just post through his 
system, but opporen.tly this on,� 
become lodged near lm pancreas, 
she odded. 

Officials ot Hartlepool General 
Hospital were staying tight·lipped 
about the incident. 

Hospital General Manager Nigel 
Curtis would only soy: "A mon wos 
admitted to the hospital ond hod his 
abdomen opened up ond o domino 
removed." 

�RI1.1 tHUfh .. £ , •• l. 
''/9/Q6. 

AHDY ROBERTS is editor of UFO Brigantia, a lively Vest Yorkshire-based 
flying saucer journal, and author of "Cat Flaps!" reviewed in this 
issue. In his article he looks at the dubious but perrenial subject of 
crashed UFOs. 

PAUL SCREETOH is your editor and author of several books on folklore 
and earth mysteries. He is deputy chief sub-editor of the Mail, 
Hartlepool, and in a good position to professionally round up the media 
response to the "Durham Puma." He also casts his eye over the strange 
tale of urban foxes being released in Vales. 

PETER FRENCH is deputy chief reporter of the Mail, Hartlepool, an� 
reported on •the Man Vho Ate A Domino." Ve include this report not JUSt 
because it is funny and an example of mankind's ability to create weird 
events. Oh, no, there's more. the aspect I'm about to relate did not 
appear in the Xail report but was what really instigated the story. 
So let's just call it a rumour. I mean, who would really accept that 
professional nursing staff would actually organize a sweepstake to guess 
what the dots were on the domino which a patient in the1r care had 
swallowed? 

SAIJClRflll Of SlCRlTS By Andy Roberf$ 
Crashed saucer or retrieval ":tories are now 'officially' folklore. Jan Harold Brunvand in 'The Choking Dober.mil't', his latest book on nvdern folktales, refers to the crashed saucer/ retrieval motif, and puts it in the category of a supressed government truth story, going on to give an outline of such a tale. It might be a just a folktale to Brunvand, but there are thousands of UFO buffs all over the world who know for a fact that various governments have possession of crashed saucers, and as a result stories and rumour abound to substantiate the myth. Official documents, affidavits and death bed confessions also exist from people who claim to have had direct experience of them, so it must be true. Kustn't it? 

The basic story line around which all the variants are based, goes like this. An unknown aerial craft is either seen to crash or is found, invariably in a remote spot deep in the country and usually in the USA. I f  civilians are involved they are quickly hushed up by the 'government' and the object, usually a disc, is taken away by the Dilitary to a top-secret airbase where it is kept in a high security area. la more is then heard of the disc other than the rumours which spread in the wake of it's alleged capture. All retrieval tales have all or part of this basic story in their make up. Additions and spin offs to the basic story are collllOCln and include, amongst other things, the retreival of alien bodies, photgraphs of same, Presidential and other authority figure acknowledgement and involvement, and more arcane phenomena such as the mysterious Ken in Black. 
There are two main aspects to the folklore of crashed saucers and they are inextricably linked. Firstly; is it true, do we really have crashed saucers on earth and secondly, how and why are the tales and rumours, leading to the eventual creation of the crashed saucer myth, created and spread? 
Since the �xplosion of the idea of extraterrestrial UFO's in the years following 1947, the ultimate proof of aliens visiting earth, would be actual physical contact be tweP.n IMnki nd and extraterrestrials <ET's>. The thousands of UFO buffs who believe in ET's would dearly love this to happen, as would the media and both parties actively spread any rumours which all edge this to have happened. Contact has npot been proven though, but neither has belief in extraterrestrials vanished, and so the latest assumption, and one which brings the possibility of alien contact just within our grasp, is that the goverments, the military etc have obtained crashed alien craft and in the best tradition of governments everywhere are keeping it secret from us. This rumour is actively accepted by the people who thrive on mystery and cover ups and is easily assimilated into the UFO literature and from there into the press and public consciousness. These rumours accepted as facts, it then lies on the UFO organisations to prove to the rest of humanity that we have been duped in this way and are being prevented from learning the trutb, presumably to prevent the collapse of cl vil isation as we know it. UFO organisations thrive on rumour and secrecy and from this base a myth has been created which is in turn fed by the media, the UFO literature itself, the military and back to the UFO organisations. Wait a minute, did I say the mill tary, is this a note of paranoia creeping in? Yes I did, and no it isn't. There is a good deal of evidence, and reasons, to suggest that the military, and by military I mean any branch of a government's armed forces or space projects, have a vested interest in keeping this myth going, but more of that later. The history of retrievals is riddled with hoax and mis-information, Daking it lots of fun for folklorists and sociologists wishing to see how the stories develop and spread, but very hard to discern where truth begins and ends. The subject is a vast one and the best way to look at it for our purposes is to briefly look at a few of the main cases on which all the others could well be based and the reasons for their existence in the first place. 

The first report of a crashed object comes from the USA Airship wave of 1897, when one such airship was reported to have crashed in the small Texas town of Aurora. The airship crashed after exploding, a popular feature of contemporay retrieval tales, sea ttering wreckage over a wide area. The pilot was recovered, and although badly burned, it was discernable that he was 'not from this world'. The airship itself was said to have been made from an unknown metal resembling aluminium and some reports stated that 'unknown heiroglyphics' had been found on some papers. Kany reports like the above were drculating in the 1896/7 Airship wave, and they differed little in 
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essence from each other and from the modern crashed saucer tales, with the exception 
that some of the artefacts allegedly found resembled things which would be found in 
an airship, which was the most advanced aerial form imaginable in those days just 
as the 'flying saucer' is to us. Thes2 included pieces of propeller wheel, wi�e and 
electrical apparatus. Unsurprisingly, none of these artefacts are around today. 

The pilot in the Aurora crash was buried in the local cemetary and the tale later 
passed into international UFO folkore as a 'true' occurence. All, as usual was not 
as it seemed, and diligent investigation work by various critical UFO investigators 
proved that no crash ever actually took place, and that the story had been a 

fabrication, either by wireless telegraph operators or by a Dallas reporter hoping to 
attract tourists to the town. The story he created could well have been the genesis 
for all future crashed saucer tales. The basics of crashed object/dead pilot/unknown 
metal like aluminium, have remained constant in all retrieval tales since. 

By the time of the first post 1947 crash the objects found had become discs. Two 
retrieval tales stand out as being the true forerunners of the crashed saucer 
myth of the last thirty years. Firstly the retreival at Aztec in New Mexico. 

The Aztec crash was popularised by newspaper columnist Frank Scully in his book 
'Behind The Flying Saucers', and he stated that a 99 foot diameter crashed saucer had 
been found on a plateau in the above state with sixteen dead aliens inside. At last, 
real proof of a Crashed Saucer. Yell not really. Researcher Yilliam Moore who has 
looked into retreival stories in some depth unearthed the fact that Scully had 
recieved all his information on the Aztec case from two gentlemen, Silas M Newton and 
the mysterious 'Mr Gee', who were convicted confidence tricksters, both having spent 
years creating complicated scenarios to help people part with their money. According 
to Moore's book on the subject <Crashed UFO's), Newton and Gee had carefully prepared 
Scully over several years with tales of crashed saucers and dead aliens, but without 
ever producing any solid evidence. The plot thins. A significant development in this 
story however, and one which has implications for the veracity of all other retreival 
t3les is Newton & Scully's involvement with the biggest rumour and story mill in the 
world, Hollywood. 

In 1948/49 an actor by the name of Mike Conrad, decided to make a film based on 
the idea that UFO' s were operating out of Alaska, and in order to create prior 
interest in the film, began circulating rumours in Hollywood that his film would 
contain close ups of real UFO's. This story, spread via the media, prompted Scully to 
announce to the public, via his newspaper column, the story he had been told by 
Newton and Gee, with the addition of the aliens home as being the planet Venus. 
Conrad's little seam also involved the hiring of a man who posed for the media as an 
FBI agent, acknowledging that the FBI had possession of film of said craft, which was 
safely locked away. Conrad later admitted the hoax, but it was too late. By then, 
Newton, who had no knowledge that Conrad's tale was a hoax, was by then telling the 
Aztec tale, well blended with the Conrad hoax, to anyone who would listen, in and 
around Hollywood. Furthermore, according to Y. Moore, the tales differed vastly in 
content according to who he was trying to impress and for what he was trying to con 
them out of. Many tens of people must have heard variations of the tale from Newton 
in late 1949, which must have been spread and altered, and will doubtless have formed 
the basis of or addition to many a retreival tale since. One of the tales, involving 
a crashed saucer, found it's way to the FBI who sent a memo based on it to J. Edgar 
Hoover. This memo has been seen as proof by many that retrievals by the government 
have taken place, but the story can be traced back to Silas M. Newton and his money 
making schemes. 

The Aztec case is one of the first retrieval stories definately proved to have 
been a hoax and one which has spread rumour variations throughout the UFO community 
ever since. The second case, and the one in which the military involment with these 
tales becomes apparent, is the infamous Roswell Incident. 

Investigation proper into the Roswell did not begin untill 1978 but since then 
over ninety individuals have been located who have some first hand knowledge of the 
case. Briefly, in July 1947 during a storm over Roswell, New Mexico an explosion was 
!le3rd, "' bright object was seen in the sky and later a large amount of debris was 
found by a local farmer. The first two events may or may not be connected to the 

source of the wreckage. The wreckage was immediately recovered by the USAAF who flew 
it to Vright Patterson airbase, and the farmer who had discovered the object was 
mysteriously held by the USAAF for a week whilst the area was cleared of debris. A 
statement issued to the press said that a weather balloon had been recovered <one 
Major Marcel did say though, that "it was nothing made on this earth"), and the 
arguments have raged ever since as to whether the craft was a UFO or something else. 

From various interviews with witnesses to the debris, the description of the 
wreckage seemed to be very similar to that allegedly found at the Aurora crash 
site, a thin aluminium like substance and some small rods covered with heiroglyphic 
type characters. Vire was also found as was 'electrical' equipment. 

The evidence that something did crash at Roswell and was retreived by the USAAF is 
overwhelming and indisputable. It happened, but it may well not have been a UFO, at 
least not in the extraterrestrial sense which was retrieved, which is where the 
military involvement may well come in .. 

The desert area around Roswell and indeed many areas in the west and south of the 
USA are used by various agencies of the US mi 1 i tary to test new and unconventional 
military and space craft. Supporters of the ETH will ircmediately say that this is 
'"hY so !llany UFO's are seen in these areas, they are keeping an eye on the military 
activity. Xost of the well witnessed and documented retrieval cases also come from 
areas near these secret test! ng grounds, as do many so called extraterrestrial 
landing cases such as the Soccorro case. Perhaps 'they' are keeping watch over us, 
but a more prosaic source of the stories and reason for at least part of the 
�etrieval myth must be considered. 

:'here is a strocg case for some of the retrieval stories having some factual 
basis, but what is actually being retrieved is some kind of secret test craft. 
!his would account for the high military involvement in the cases acd the initial 
attributions to mundane causes such as �eather balloons etc. The US military is well 
aware of th� high interest and media involvement i:l. t!le UFO myth, whateve!"' it's 
origin, and it would be a simple and very convenient jcb to later, if it was t!lcught 
necessary, to l!'.anipulate witnesses and the media into thinking t!lat an 
extraterrestrial UFO bad crashed and been retreived. This type of manipulation is not 
new, and military forces all over the world have used the prevailing beliefs of 
people for their own ends, albeit on a lesser scale, notably in the Congo and 
Vietnam. If this is occurring it serves two purposes, the government get what they 
want, which is secrecy , and furthermore an already existing myth is spread ar.d fed 
which will serve to cover up further crashes of this kind. After all, who is going 
to believe the rantings of the UFO magazines? 

Conspiracy theories involving governments and other secret agencies have been on 
the go for thousands of years, retrievals merely provide a new one. In latter years 
this mis-information, feeding on an existant myth, has been used to good effect in 
the Rendlesham Forest case in which it was alleged that something very strange and 
unconventional had been flying around and landing at a USAAF base in 1lorfolk. !Jhen 
it became apparant to the USAAF that UFO researchers were not going to give up 
easily on the case the USAAF themselves put out information suggesting that a UFO had 
landed and even that aliens had been conferred with,This effectively de-bunked the 
case in the eyes of the British public and media In reality it was almost certain to 
have been a military <possible space re- entry or 'stealth' craft) test. Even though 
this is apparent the Rendlesham c3se has created many rumours in Britain and abroad, 
notably about t!le kno•liledge possessed by the mill tary in Britain about UFO' s, you 
know, secret houses in the country where UFO's are being studied etc, and many people 
still believe that an extraterrestrial craft really did land. Just to confuse things 
�urther, UFO authority Jenny Randles was told by a former British government official 
that a crashed saucer was kept in a south Wales military base. No doubt retrieval 
rumours will soon start spreading in this country. A recent occurence in the US in 
which a 'stealth' bomber crashed in a National Park adds some weight to the above 

theory. These craft are secret, and when this one crashed the entire area was sealed 
off and will apparently remain so for years to .:ome. 'Jith it taking place in a public 
area the truth came out easily. Had it ·:rasned in a remote desert or ::Jountain 3rea 
'::.e =.;tory '2-:!hi nd it :nay h.3.'Je tu:-r.ed into :tet anct�er ET retrieval stor:r. 

9. 
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Whilst the Aztec and Roswell cases are the two best known and documented, ma ny 
other retreival tales exist, quite a few of which are certainly variants on these 
t wo .  UFO's have , according to veteran researcher Leonard Stringfield, bee n retrieved 
fro m  many other countries as well . Stringfield who reputedly holds vast amounts of 
data on retreivals is reluctant to name names a nd exact l ocations for many of these 
cases a nd so the rumours continue . 

The possibility that genuine retrievals have taken place has given rise to spin­
off tales c onnected with them . For instance it has been suggested that alien bodies 
are stored in military establishements all over the world,sometimes on ice, s ometimes 
pickled .  Affidavits have been signed to this effect and Senator Barry Goldwater was 
allegedly refused admittance to part of a base in which these aliens were kept . One 
of Stringfields alien tales tells of a presbyteria n  minister who as a child was taken 
on a tour rf a musuem in Chigaco by his father .  They got l ost and by mistake wa ndered 
i nto a room in which small humanoid bodies were seen in a glass case . They were 
instantly seized by officials , and onl y  released when the boy's father signed some 
papers . Others tell of between four and twelve alien bodies being held in a fridge at 
Vright Patterson Airbase . 

Photographs have been circulated .:tlong with these retrieval tales, purporting to 
c oncl usively back them up, and eve n  though they have all been proved to have been 
hoaxed, they still keep popping up in books attempting to prove the existence of 
crashed sau cers . In Berl i tz a nd Moores book 'The Roswell I ncident' there appears a 
photo of an alien supposedly retrieved from a sau cer in Germany in the early 50's . It 
was easily fou nd to have been an April Fools joke by a Ger ma n  newsaper. Not all these 
tales are very old either, the most recent report I can find of a retrieval strory, 
and one with a new twist, come from the Ger man newspaper Bild of 14/7/83, in which 
they reported that the Russians had fou nd a baby <pres umably alien) in a crashed 
saucer and had kept it alive for seven weeks <it died from an e-arth virus, aaaah1. 
!his finding of aliens alive, is I think a new addition to the tale- so watch o ut for 
: t in future . Rumour oi captured aliens, dead or alive and pt.oto3ra�hs, wh.::thcr 
proved to be faked or not, keep the retrieval myth going by adding more <spurious> 
evidence. 

Most folktales have parallels somewhere in other stories and crashed sa ucers are 
no exception . Similar! ties can be found in other 'discovery' tales such as the 
stories involving people who know where u nderground shelters in the UK hold old steam 
locomotives or the stories in which people st u mble onto blocked up tu nnels in the 
tube syste m, finding whole carraiges f ull of corpses in Victoria n clothes. 
Incidentally this obsessi on with l ocating things u ndergrou nd is co ntinued in UFO 
lore, the UFO's alle9edly having u nderground bases everywhere fr o m  the Dales to the 
Ar�ic . A more recent <1964) crashed saucer incidenc from Mexico where the object came 
down on a mountain top, has the l ocal tribe refusing official access to the sa ucer 
because it is a gift from God, a frequent folklore theme, whether the gift is from 
God, the fairies or whoever . 

Essentially the retrieval tales are a conspiracy theory, with some basis i n  
truth, well mixed with elements from mainstream UFO lore . The stories will c o nti nue 
a nd grow, as u ntil, and if ever, a crashed saucer is pr oduced by the authorties, the 
myth can never be resolved . The assumpti on by UFO buffs that these retrievals are in 
the safe secure hands of the governments <why don't they ever crash in Bradf ord?> 
takes it out of the ha nds of ET beleivers to prove that we are bei ng visited by 
aliens, they know we are, and turns it i nt o  a glorified Man From Uncle scenario in 
which stern a nd serious UFO investigators are constantly an nouncing the 
' breakthrough' whereby they f orce the government to hand over the details of the 
crashed saucer s .  UFO magazines have been announcing these breakthroughs for a good 
ten years now and none have actually come about . Ufology generally is a rich field 
for folklorists a nd retrieval stories p r ovide a specialised field which deserves 
.:.erious study . 

BBVIIW IBCTIOR 
lOOKS 

THE CHOK I NG DOBERMAN AND OTHER " HEW" URBAN LEGENDS by JAN HAROLD 
BRUNVAND (2 4 0pp ; 1986; Y . Y.  Horto n  & Co . i t 1 2 -4 0 ) .  

A work colleague swears the Choking Doberman tale i n  mo r e  or less pure 
form happened t o  a couple of friends of his . Yould reading this book 
convince him otherwise? He certainly found it incredible that I cast 
grave doubts on the veracity of his tale . 

As Brunvand say s ,  this book carries his research forwards to othe r  and 
different urban legends . He thought he had written the definitive work 
on American urban belief tales for some time , but realised new versions 
and stories were rapidly emerging.  He even worried that • The Vanishing 
Hitch-Hiker" had •contaminated" oral tradition a nd begun the process of 
making some urban legends become extinct. A bit pompous . . . ! However , 
legends are made of sturdier and I'm sure even such a celebrity academic 
cannot really believe he al one can change a nation's c onscientiousness 
and gullibility 

While on the subject of the credulous, I was surprised at the number 
of American columnists who t ook in good faith so many h oary chestnuts. 
In Britai n ,  of c ourse, the doyen of the naive is Peter Tory . that is 

unless I do him an i nju stice and he is deliberately mimicki ng 
transatla ntic j ou rnalism . 

As Br u nvand notes, many of today's tales have worthy antecedents going 
back many ce nturies . Ye have old wi ne i n  new bottles .  The " ne�· i n  the 
book ' s title, Brunvand translates as "The New Fabrication of Some 
Excellent Truths . "  The Choking Dobe r ma n  he ma nages to trace back t o  a 
very old Yelsh lege nd . 

I am sure , in fact , all major u r ba n  belief tales are capable of being 
back-tracked to ancient myths of one or many cultures . They also 
i nvariably become real happenings at one or several p oi nt s .  

The sweep o f  Bru n va nd ' s  net this time takes i n  the u biquity o f  the car 
i n  mode r n  folklore , pets ' ordeals ,  f ood fears , sex scandals i ncluding 
the multifarious Stuck Couple favourite , busi ness dirty tricks 
departments a nd " brand new" ones which f o r  me in several cases were 
anything but . 

There is plenty of meaty back-up explanation , which takes the book 
leagues ahead of such collections as Gyles Brandreth's " The Bedside Book 
of Great Sexual Disasters . " Brandreth is i n  m y  opinion the least funny 
man on T V  a nd I assume he thinks his book quoted - - and his others - ­

has readers in stitches of laughter . I laughed a few times while reading 
his ,  but only twice during Brunvand ' s  < wino steals urine sample and 
check-out mix-up over Tampax a nd thumbtacks> . But this is a lesson I 
learned very early i n  my study of urban tales . they sound great when 
told orally in compan y ,  but just do not transfer well to the printed 
page . 
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But the audiences for Brandreth and Brundvand are, I imagine, poles 
apart. I want some intellectual stimulation with my humour, and this is 
singularly lacking in the former and wittingly and academically provided 
in the latter. 

Brunvand has undoubtedly produced the most stimulating book on the 
subject so far. 

The Choking Doberman And Other "Jew" Urban Legends: by Jan Harold Brunvand. 
Published by lorton & Co. 

This is Brunvand' s follow up to the popular ·• Vanishing Hi tchiker'', and a step 
further into the jungle of contemporary urban legends. Since the publication of the 
'Vanishing Hitchiker• the urban legend has been enlarged greatly in the public mind. 
Popular urban legend books such as Paul Smith's "Book of lasty Legends'' have appeared, 
newspapers, especially the Peter Tory column in the Daily Star are full of 
<intentional> urban legends, and the popular paranormal magazines have had several 
articles on the subject by Folklore Frontiers contributer Xike Goss. So, has Brunvand 
come up with the goods to satisfy the apparent need? Yell, yes. I can't really fault 
this book, only in that it is too short. The first quarter of the book is devoted to 
an excellent and detailed study of the actual Choking Doberman tale, it's ancestors 
and variants, chasing the tale right back to the old Yelsh story of Gellert. This is 
followed by a somewhat short collection of automobile stories (surely in an 
automobile age there must be hundreds of car legends?> and the rest of the book is 
made up of a miscellany of both new and old legends. Contaminations, abductions, 
corporate and buisness legends, sex scandals, captured UFO's, they are all in this 
book. Most of the motifs are looked at in closer detail than in 'Hitchiker' and 
bene£ it from this, appearing now as a more serious study rather than as just a 
collection of ''funny" stories. In trying to be right up to the minute, Brunvand 
covers drug legends, although not in enough depth considering the scope there is for 
this, and other 'newies' such as ., The Xystery Gli tch '' wherby a computer has been 
programmed to plague the unsuspecting operator (version 2 of this appeared in a Sci­
fi story by Robert Anton Yilsor some years ago>, refusing to comply unless, for 
instance, the operator gives it a cookie. As I said, it's just not long enough. The 
only real cavil is that, although he has used a few British tales and sources, the 
book is still too American in orientation. Vhat we need now is a book of this calibre 
wri tte() specifically about British Urban Legends.-- -�-ndy !toterts • 

NCAT FLAPS ! "  by ANDY ROBERTS. <Brigantia Books, 84 Elland Road, 
Brighouse, West Yorkshire, HD6 2QR. t2, inc. p&p>. 

As I write this review, there is still continuing the long-running 
saga of the Durham Puma. This has been a "flap" in the real sense of the 
word, with many sightings, police warnings and searching, a lorry driver 
scared out of his wits and the beast seemingly stalking children. 

Andy Roberts includes this case along with other instances from the 
North, including the Harrogate and Rossendale Panthers; Nottingham, 
Thorganbyand Chester Lions; Vhitby Lynx; Skegness Cougar; and Ilkeston 
Puma. There is also my own Northumberland sighting. 

It was only when reading Roberts' book that I realised how only my own 
and the Durham case involved vehicles. Look how that perhaps simi.lar 
phenomenon, the UFO, is so inextricably associated with vehicles. UFOs 
are connected here with the Rossendale happenings and Roberts also draws 
attention to a witch's shape-shifting claims. But Roberts is in error in 
claiming shape-shifting does not occur with regard to mystery cat 
sightings except in this dubious instance; whether physically occurring 
or as part of anxiety-creating propaganda, it was certainly central to 
the Mau Mau campaign for self-government in Kenya. 

His cases are described initially in terms of eyewitness accourts, 
official reaction and media treatment at the time. The latter aspect 
shows how woefully inadequate local newspapers are in handling a major 
story handed to them on a plate, so to say, on their own doorsteps. 

Roberts discusses the types of cats, the relationship -- or lack of it 
-- to black dog legends, and the various theories. It is a well­
presented 48-page, A5 size booklet with illustrations, cartoons, map, 
notes and references. 

Oh, yes, has he the answer? Roberts favours the wildcat or wildcat 
cross hypothesis. �At least the author didn't take too seriously one 
lady he spoke to, who told him: •they all come from Knaresborough Zoo, 
you know." 

THE BITE & OTHER APOCRYPHAL TALES by FRABCIS GRIEG <Jonathan Cape, 

1981>. 

There are few enough books available on the subject of urban legends, 

foaf stories, and so on. "The Bite etc.N is one such book, but it is a 

book with a difference. The difference being that all the tales are 

written as fiction; a short story collection in which Grieg attempts to 

recreate each tale as if it were happening in reality for the first 

time, and is the event on which all subsequent variations are based. The 

author is fully aware of the relevance these tales and others like them 

have in terms of modern folklore, and points this oiut in the 

introduction, mentioning the "friend of a friend" connection and the 

fact that society needs tales like this to externalise basic fears. 

The 21 tales cover all aspects of the urban legend from well-known 

ones such as "The t10 Car","The Phantom Hitch-Hiker" and the "Spider in 

the Spot" to less well-known ones, including "The Street Cries of Old 

London", a cautionary tale about the perils of the otherwise innocent 

pleasure of penny-for-the-guy, and "Last Fling", about the adventures of 

a bride on the eve of her wedding and the subsequent denouement. Some of 

the stories are obviously made up, "Recollections", in which a man is 

buried alive, and "Predictions", a type of prophetic hitch-hiker story 

in which the driver is later killed, are basically variations on ghost 

or horror stories, but show the line is very thin in some urban legend 

areas between the real and the parnormal. 

The stories sometimes get a little tedious once the punchline is 

guessed, but all in all worthwhile if not essential reading for any 

urban folklorist. I picked my copy up for tl so it is very likely the 

book has been remaindered and shouldn't be too hard to find. -- Andy 

Roberts. 

LONDON WALKABOUT by ANDREW COLLINS <tl-1 0  inc. p&p from Earthquest 
Books, 19 St David's Way, Yickford, Essex, SSll 8EX.>. 

Rushing around rail termini! every time I go to London, the nearest I 
get to earth mysteries is arriving and leaving from Kings Cross, under 
one of whose platforms Boadicea is supposedly buried. Andy Collins has 
produced a fine booklet with maps, pictures and descriptions of special 
sites. It is a remarkable condensation of history with emphasis on such 
aspects as ancient religion, ghosts, London's omphalos, lays, prophecy, 
giants, Templars and psychic work. A splendid look beyond the hustle and 
bustle. A historical guide for the true questor, covering an easy 
walkabout which can take you to ten key sites in five hours. 
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"THE ALL SA I NTS' LEY HUNT" by I AN TAYLOR <Northe r n  Lights, llA 
Victoria Road, Pocklington, Yor k ,  Y04 2BZ. t3-95 + 66p postage> . 

Everyone has now come across t he term " ley" with regard to a ncient 
aligned sites , bu t to t hose outside t he bu rgeoning earth mysteries 
f raternit y, what it all entails is mostly a mystery itsel f .  While 
concentrating on a ley complex in East Yorkshire , I a n  Taylor also 
explains just what ley hunting is all a bo u t .  I t  is a very personal book; 
t he descriptions of individual alignments leavened by f olkloric accounts 
and philosophic asides . 

The au thor walked 1,000 miles , studying 50 or so leys a nd has writ ten 
it up in a c hunky book wit h  photographs, diagrams a nd line d rawings by 
Edna Vhelan . It is also a D.  I . Y .  book, photcopied and bound by t he 
aut hor . No au thor who feels really commi t ted should now feel he cannot 
do i t  him/hersel f .  

Work has been done i n  t he field -- trespass warnings and ba rbed wire 
allowing -- a nd also archives and c onversa tio n  wi th older residents t o  
save remnant s  o f  lore f rom being l ost f oreve r .  

Sceptics may like t o  consider: the enormous amou nt o f  alignme nts; the 
subtle and precise natu re o f  ley point i ntervisibili ty < shown by map 
sections>; why all 13 Poc klington ley complex churches are all on 
alignme nts <showi ng that medieval builders knew the secret>; the present 
good state o f  prese rvati on <showi ng an i ntensive geomantic and mystical 
activi t y  in the a rea u n til relatively recen t l y>; solar, lu nar a nd 
stellar orientation; two distinct a nd di f ferent t ypes of alignme nt and 
possibly two eras o f  creati on . 

For though many sites have gone from the Yold Top , align ments can 
still be f oundto the few which remain -- " t his must su rely and finally 
put t he skids u nder those who i nvoke the law o f  c hance in t heir savage 
retreat bef ore the rising tide of lay hunting devotee s . "  He is scorn f ul 
of t he a rchaeological f raterni t y's outright dismissal of la ys, bu t 
produces ma t hematical statistics checked on a computer by Michael 
Behrend to satisfy the materialistically-minded. 

O n  a more f olkloristic nota, he writes o f  encou ntering baf fling 
problems wit h  his photography, a Nnegativi ty" aspect noted o f ten i n  
Fortean c ontexts.  Also o f  great fascination is his t ouching o n  esoteric 
burial cust oms, such as t he practice of burying nobili t y  in lead c of fins 
still continuing toda y . Anyone any t h oughts? And could i t  be that t he 
Vessel-Cuppers dancing men, active be f ore World War I were t he last 
remnant o f  an ancient Celtic magical tr adition -- t he last o f  t he Parisi 
or Brigantian shamans!? 

I t  is not t oo l ate to t ransf orm o u rselves int o  bet te r ,  more self-aware 
individuals. There are many paths, bu t clearly one which is easily 
accessible is t he walking o f  the ley complexes near our own homes. As 
Taylor writesin his concluding section: 

·"Fieldwork and related research in t he l ocal landscapes of ru ral 
Bri t a i n  is t he surest f o undation for l asting change s ,  because it is 
i ntimate, specific and natu ral . This book is a call to local people to 
find what can be f ound and to save wha t  can be saved o f  t he timeless 
riches o f  Village England -- so t hat t he t ransformation o f  our lives and 
society may be begun f rom a secure f ou ndation . "  

So o f f  you go and get your boots mu dd y .  
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UFO B R I GANT I A .  J ournal o f  the Vest Yorksh i re UFO Resea rch Group. S i x  
i ssues t5- 5 0 .  Paya b l e  t o  YYUFORG , 8 4  E l land Road, Brighouse , Vest 
Yorks . , HD6 2QR . No . 1 8 .  Seduct i v i ty of ext raterrest r i a l  hypothes i s ;  
Sa l t f l eet , part 2 <cont . 20 > ;  c l ass i c  case i s  Lon n i e  Zamora's Socorro 
e nc ounte r ;  Je nny Ra nd l es' update o n  the Sunder l a nd fami ly ; i nterv i e w  
wi th D r  Bruce Macca be .  No . 1 9 . Or i g i na l  paste-up l ost i n  p ost -- i nt o  
the vo i d .  No . 2 0 .  N i ge l  Mor t i me r's Cracoe Fe l l  " UFO photo" d f oubts and 
inter- group l i a i so n  comme n t s ;  revol v i ng l i ght sphere ; c l ass i c  case i s  
Father G i l l ' sNew Gu i nea s i ght i ng .  No . 2 1 .  " Hi storical" i ssue wi th 
art ic l es on a st range 1926 ent i t y  case f r om Vest Yoksh i re ;  a n  1 897 
bal l oo n / a i rsh i p  • pa n i c • ; a n  1868 p oss i b l e  ear l y  secre t expe r i me nt i n  
mi l i tary ma n- l i f t i ng near Vake f i e l d ;  Jenny Rand l e s  o n  c l assi c  �est 
Yor ks.  , cases f rom the mi d-Seve nt i es ;  Pau l Screeton on a nc i e n t  astr onaut 
i deas ; a 1 9 1 3  p hantom a i rsh ip ; �e l sh Re v i va l  of 1 9 0 5 ;  compe t i t i on a nd 
mag reviews .  No . 22 . Earth l i ghts f i gure promi nent l y, i n  a scene-
se tter and research upda te by Pau l Devereux <cont . 23 > ;  spooky spo t s  
researched by Dav i d  C l a r ke ; major i t y o f  Pudsey sigh t ings <wi t h  othe r 
Yorks . cases> ; p l us Andy Robe r t s '  " Ve nus i a n  PHH" f rom F. F . 3 ;  and UFO 
• co i nc i de nces" <cont . 23> . No . 23 . Paul Scree ton on the cerea l c i rcle s  
saga w i th a research p r oject i dea ; new l i ght on Cracoe Fe l l  deqac l e ;  
She f f i e l d area ghost l y  ma n i festat i ons . 

TALK I NG FOLKLORE . Q. Pu bl i shed by Br i t i sh F o l k  Stud i es Forum, c l o  45 
L i nde n Garde ns, London �2 4 HQ .  U . K .  t6 ; overseas t8 . Vol . 1 ,  No.  1 .  A 
new mag f or forma l a nd i nf o r ma l  wr i t i ng a bout f o l k l ore, v i a  art ic l es i n  
non-academic sty l e ,  ongo i ng debates a nd i nf o  exchange .  I t  see ms  t o  be 
a t tempt i ng to do wi th t rad i t i o na l f o l k  stud i es wha t  F . F .  has bee n  
desig nedt o do wi th u r ba n  t a l c s .  A i ms to break i so l a t i on i sm wi th a f oru m 
usi ng an access i bl e  format and f e w  p r oduc t i on hurdles . A de bat e  i s  begun 
i nt o  w Fo l k l ore as Sc i e nce " , most i nt e rest i ng so f ar , and I wou l d  place 
myse l f  f i r ml y  as a hermeneu t i c ,  but deep l y  susp i c i ous of c r i t ica l ­
hermeneu t i c  a na l ys i s ,  part i cu l a r ly J ac k  Z ip e s .  Other art i c l es are pot ted 
bi ography and assessme n t  o f  the i ndefat i ga b l e  ear l y  f o l k l or i st Char l ot t e  
Soph i a  Burne ; p ostwa r  ch i l dhood game s ;  a n d  funny f i e ld work i nc i de n t s .  
I nte rest i ng ly i t  i s  A5 , l i ke F . F . , a n d  the cover t i t l e  i s  i n  cap i ta l s  
and a n  a l most i dent ical t yp e f ace < out o f  thousands t o  choose f r om) t o  the 
one chose f or F . F . 1 .  A comp l i ment or c o i nc i dence? 

STONEHENGE V IEWPO I NT . Ca l i f o r n i a- based mag o f  archae o l ogy , astronomy , 
geo l ogy a nd re l ated a r t s  and sc i e nc e s .  U . K .  agent : L . C .  Smi th, 1 6  
So l st ice R i se ,  Amesbu r y ,  Wi l + s . , SP4 7NQ. Sub rate f o r  8 i ssues 1 0  
do l l ars U . S . ; 1 5  e l sewhe re . N o .  7 1 . Lengthy exp l anat i on b y  ed i t or 
Dona l d  L. Cyr of the V a i l i an canop y  and ha l o  thes i s ,  p lus p i ece on i t  by 
the l a t e  l saac N. Va i l  <con t . 72 > ;  tartan ogam; Bob For rest ' s  gu i de t o  
Ve l i kovsky's sources (cont . 72 , 73> ; Aubrey Bur l  trashed . Posta l  book 
service . No . 72 . Cyr asks whe the r the a l l eged 
skep t ics are themse l ves be l i e va b l e  i n  the c o ntext 
o f  the mammo t h  ext i nc t i o n  myst e r y .  How wou l d  modern 

man have gone about tac k l i ng the " mammoth task" o f  
freez i ng these jumbo- s i z e  beast s? Thi s  i n  i tse l f  
i nc l udes a pecu l i ar i te m  o f  f o l k l ore . I n  ear l y  

t i mes the Ch i nese c a l l ed f rozen ma mmo ths H th i e n­
shu" , wh ich meant f i e l d- mouse or mo l e .  The l e ge nd­
ary a n i ma l , t he s i z e  of an e l ephant, was be l i eved 
to l ead a subte rranean e x i st e nce . Si be r i an peasants 
ca l l ed them • ma mmantu" o r  " ground-dwe l l er" , be l i e v­
i ng them to be g i gant i c  mo l e s .  None had bee n  seen 

"Don't hanc about 
then. Bunc it In the 

pacaer." 

a l i ve but there were p l enty of bones, c o nsequent l y  i t  must l i ve 
undergrou nd a nd pe r i sh i f  i t  saw the l i gh t ! A the ory w i l l  a l ways be 
construct ed where there i s  an unexp l a i ned fact . 

SOURCE. Journal of the Ho ly Vells Research & Preservation Group. Sub 
t2-7 0  <3 issues ) ;  single copy t1 ; cheques/ POs payable t o  M. Valenti ne , 
35Grafton Way, New Duston, Northampton, NN5 6NG. Ho . 4 .  More Yorkshire 
wells <cont. 5 > , where one had its water piped away as i t  was being used 
for washing cars -- " A  sad desecration of a sacred sit e ,  and typ i ca l of 
the car- worship of modern times. • Other shortish articles on individual 
wells. Alan Cleaver fascinat ing ly associates holy wells with people' s 
disappearances <into another rea l i ty?> .  No. 5 .  Cornish hea l i ng cavern 
and county ' s  Madron well; holy wells in West Wales, Dorset , Shropshire 
and South Yoks. ; plug for Cwm Dale Spring water; plus each issue notes 
and queries mi scellany. 

NHIDN I D :  SURREAL ITY . Three 
times annually. t2 per issue; 
t6 p. a .  Cheques/ P. O. s  to X . C . F .  
Sh i e l s ,  3 Vale View, Ponsanoo-

t h ,  Truro , Cornwal l .  No . 1 .  
A veritable cornucopia of 
nnidnidmorphic surreality 
edited by Tony 'Doe ' Shi els 
and Gareth Shiels. Begi ns 
wi th a portfolio of Doe' s 
p i ctures over the years 
<pity there' s not an example 

of the s tr ip he used to do 
for I . T. ! )  and scri bbl i ngs 
on an unmi sspent youth . He also 
rel a tes in words and pictures 
h i s  mons ter-ra i s i ng exploits, 
of spec i a l  interest to Forteans . 
Robert Anton Wil son in fine 

" I llumi natus• flow, though I ' m  
s u r e  A me r i cans wi ll apprecia te 
t he a n x i et i es better than we 
Br i t o n s .  Plus" strange" fi c t i on ,  
poetry and reviews . I th ink i t  
i s  worth underl i ni ng the fact 
that surrealism and urban 
tales are very much li nked , 

part i cularly as they share a 
bas i c  region of anxiety. Surreal­
i sm cha l lenges us to see new per­
spectives and externalise fears. 
Th i s  splendidly produced and edited 
mag is essential reading , but not 
for rat i onal i stsand def i nite ly NOT 
for �hitehouseholders. 

<Above r i ght -- NN I DN I D  editorial 
meet i ng in progress ) .  

BEYOND SCIENCE! Glossy newstand magazine. Vol. 1 ,  Nos. 2 and 4 .  The 
publi shers kindly sent copies, presumably for review. Nice p ictures, 
shame about the content. Apart from Vard Rutherford , the writers were 
unknown to me - - pseudonyms or hacks? The Aetherius Societyplugs itself. 
They make fun of lucky charm and Cornish pixie adverts while encouraging 
a t7 offer for a mountain air ioniser! they have done an article on l ey 
lines <sic) but why not send that issue for me to review? Paul I>evereux 
and Jenny Randles , perhaps others, have expressed grave reservations 
about this mag . I endorse their comments.  Yet I' m envious at the costly 
and lav i sh production .  

1 1,  

l. 
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FORTEAN T I MES .  Foremost j ournal of strange phenomena . Su b f or 4 i ssues 
t6 ; U . S .  1 2  dol l ars ; back i ssues t 1 - 5 0 . From 96 Mansf i e l d  Road , Londo n ,  
NW3 2HX .  Ho . 4 6 .  Spec i a l  l ake monsters i ssue wi th t hose of c ont i ne ntal 
Europe , Ness i e  and how can seve ra l qu i t e  d i st i nct monsters be seen in 
Canad i a n  l akes? Art i c l es focus on phot ograp h i c  < u n > re l i ab i l i ty .  P l e nty 
on S . H . C . , Chi nese s u pe rst i t i ons crackdown , Exmoor beast , Cry i ng Boy , 
monstrous f i sh,  l ost and found c i t i es ,  and much mora . 

BUTTERFLY NEWS. B i - mo nt h l y .  Annual s u b  t3 .  The Bu t t er f l y  Farm, Lodmore 
Country Par k ,  Weymout h ,  Dorse t , DT4 8BR. No . 7. Ed i t ori a l  sympa t he t i c  
t o  h i pp i e s  and spl e nd i d l y  a n t i - farmer ( M Dorse t farmers may we l l  have 
j o i ned H i t l er• ) and pol i ce ,  whose " nverbeari ng presence �o·as l arge l y  
u nnecessary,  a n d  was i ns t i gated comp l e t e l y  b y  the farme rs , I t h i nk the 
N . F . U .  shou l d  f oo t  t he b i l l . •  A l so 4 00-year- o l d  l egend of annual 
butterf l y  i nvas i on of The Dog I nn ,  Norwi c h .  L i v e l y  wr i t i ng on a l l  
aspects o f  e nt o mo l ogy . No . 9 .  Farmi ng c h i e f ' s rep l y  and Labo u r  ma n ' s 
j u mp i ng on bandwagon .  Ru n n i ng naked t hrough b l u e be l l s  apocrypha . 

NORTHERN EARTH MYSTER I ES .  J ou r na l of the Northe rn Ear t h  Myst e r i es 
Grou p .  Q. 4 i ssues t2-50 . Payable to P .  Hese l t o n ,  1 7 0  V i ct o r i a  Road 
Avenu e , Hu l l ,  HU5 3DY . No . 3 0 .  J ohn B i l l i ngsl ey sad l y  notes t he threat 
t o  Ce l t i c  surv i va l s  by c u r i a  se ekers or vandal s  < P . S .  My book is not 
" The Strange Case o f  the He xha m Heads" bu t " Ta l es of the Hexham Heads" , 
but i f  the fee ' s r i ght I wou l d  be del i ghted to do t he TV programme the 
" ne w" t i t l e  suggest s ) . ! a n  Tay l or bri ngs t o  l i f e the custom of t he 
Bu r n i ng of Owd Bart l e  and Ph i l  re ade r ponders the msytery of wi l l  o' the 
wi sps . P l u s J i mmy Goddard and Rob Wi l so n  on the group ' s  1985 She f f i e l d  
Moot and mee t i ng i n  P oc k l i ngt o n .  No . 3 1 . J o i nt i ssue w i t h  EARTH L I N E�� . 
No . 5 ,  w i t h  art i c l eson Repton hermi tage ; h o l y  we l l s ;  We l ds " roc k 
outcrop" w i t h  grow i ng st ones l egend ; Mi tche l l ' s  F o l d  st one c i rc l e ;  
dows i ng ;  and strange stones. 

ANOMALY . J ou rna l o f  record for Assoc i a t i on for the Sc i e nt i f i c  St u dy of 
Anoma l ou s  Phenomena < ASSAP > .  Two i ssues p . a . ; s u b  t3 to me mbe r s ;  t3- 6 0  
non- members. Paya b l e  ASSAP ,  65 Amersham Road , H i gh Wycombe , Bu c ks . , HP 13 
5AA . No . 2.  I ss u e ' s  theme be i ng premo •. t i ons , wi t h  an e xcept i ona l l y  
comp l e x  y e t  l u c i d  t heory o n  how precogn i t i on i s  cau sed b y  an i ncarnate 
spi r i t ,  whi c h  is we l l  argued and persuasi ve , and recent persona l 
happe n i ngs seem to award i t  credence . t here ' s  an i nt e rest i ng East Ende rs 
po l t e rge i st i nvest i ga t i o n ;  strange happe ni ngs to research group on 
Br i nk l ow H i l l ;  J u ng i a n  u f o l ogy ; mode rn physi cs and psi ; su r v i va l  
e v i dence c l a i ms ;  a me d i u mi st i cexpe r i e nce whi c h  stretched my credu l i t y .  
M y  onl y grouse i s  t hat t h e  UFO report s  g i ve pse udonyms ( wrongl y > , ye t 
t here operates the dou b l e  standard of no anonymous l e t t ers < r i g ht l y > . 

ASSAP NEWS. News l e t t e r  of above grou p .  Membersh i p  det a i l s  f ro m  1 3 0 b  
Sou t hwood Road , N e w  E l t ham, London , SB9 3QN .  No . 25 . A l an C l eaver 
wr i te s  u p  the mee t i ng b e t ween t op French u f o l og i s t  Jacque s  Va l l ee and 
pre t t y  you ng psyc h i c  UFO contactee Gaynor Su nder l and . Case report s ;  esp 
expe r i ment ; and B i b l i ca l  and psyc h i ca l  concepts of surv i va l . p l u s  news 
on publ i ca t i ons and me et i ngs . 

XAGON I A .  I ndepe ndent , psycho-soc i o l og i c a l  UFO mag. Q. 4 i ssues t2- 5 0 ;  
f i ve dol l ars. Paya b l e  t o  J .  R i mme r ,  J ohn D e e  Cottage , 5 J a me s  Terrace , 

Mor t l ake Churchyard , London , SW1 4  8HB . No . 22 . That u b i qu i t o u s  UBT the 
phantom h i t c h- h i ke r  ge t s  a l i f t  from M i chae l Goss, who focuyses upon i t s  
use of publ i c  transport ; Naz i occu l t i sm ;  I an R i dpa t h  suggests a Spa n i sh 
e ncounter was Venus and H i l ary Evans pos i t s  a marmoset f or a strange 
ent i t y case . N o .  23 . Was the Cedr i c  A l l i ngham who wr ote • F l y i ng 
Sa ucers From Mars" rea l l y  Patr i c k  Moore? L i ve l y  l et t e rs and book 
r e v i e ws .  

Dl V Of A CA p 
By Pouf Screefon 

AL I EN B I G  CATS f orm the l argest cat egory of o u t - o f-place beasts 
occasi ona l l y  reported in Br i t a i n .  In t he Sevent i es t here was the Surrey 
Puma and in the ear l y  E i ght i es the Exmoor Beast , but t here i s  proba b l y  
not a county where a we i rd huge c a t  h a s  n o t  be e n  report e d .  

Certai n l y  what cannot be d i spu ted i s  t hat a g r e a t  ma n y  people are 
convi nced t hey have seen a l a rge and d i s t i nc t i ve cat- l i ke a n i ma l  wh i c h  
i s  n o t  an obv i ous nat i ve t o  these shor e s .  

As for the i r  phys i ca l i t y ,  t a k e  for i nstance t he opi n i on o f  R i c hard 
O' Grady ,  di rector of Ca l de rpark Zoo , Gl asgow, who was i mpressedby " t he 
qual i ty of these obse rvat i ons . . .  some by we l l - known nat u ra l i st s ,  not 
j ust be peopl e  mak i ng wi l d  stat ement s . " 

There are some corpses ,  t racks and droppi ngs , photographs too. 
Yet there i s  an i nt r i gu i ng a l t e rna t i ve hypothesi s .  That t he maj or i ty 

of cats are techn i ca l l y  phys i ca l l y  i nsubstant i a l . That they share the 
same doma i n  as ghosts and o t he r  spec i a l  mani festa t i ons . Tha t they 
requ i re study by paranormal i st s  rather t han nat u ra l i sts.  

Far- fe tched? Perhaps . B u t  r e me mbe r tha t  the Exmoor Beast ' s  
adversar i es ,  the farmers who suf fered l arge l osses were ne verthe l ess 
left wi th the i mpress i on o f  an unstoppabl e ,  u ncatchabl e ,  e l u s i v e l y  
unear t h l y  predator exhi bi t i ng al armi ng ski l l  a n d  i n te l l i ge nce . N o t  o n l y  
tha t .  T h e  De von moor lands have a st rong t rad i t i on of e t hereal M bl ack 
dogs" we l l -known tofo l k l or i st s .  A l so Conan Doy l e  d i d  not i n vent bu t 
mere l y  publ i c i ze the l oca l dev i l -hound of the Baskervi l l es .  

Farmers a r e  a down- to-ear th breed , bu t who c a n  b l ame t h e  o l d  ge nt l e ma n  
wi th the suspi c i on that the b e a s t  was more t han nat u ra l  _ w i t  sucks 
blood , yo see .  You t e l l me what other ani ma l  does t ha t , M  

Bu t i f  they are rea l , whe re d o  they come from? 
There i s  a certa i n  l og i ca l i t y i n  the vi e w ,  wi de l y  he l d  by the Press 

and pol i ce ,  t hat such ani ma l s  cou ld have been set l oose de l i be rate l y .  
That the y  had been freed b y  owners feari ng t h e  c onsequ ences of t he 1 978 
Dange rous Ani ma l s  Ac t .  Thi s req u i red regi strat i on and placed heavy 
l i abi l i t i es on owners whose pe ts cause probl e ms .  An escapre cou l d  cost 
hu ndreds in f i nes p l u s  recovery costs .  Yet i f  t h i s  e x p l a i ned the many 
myst ery f e l i nes runni ng a r o u nd in 1 979 and 1 98 0 , why have nu mbers 
sighted r i se n  rather t han fa l l e n? Unl ess , o f  cou rse , the b i g  k i t t i e s  
have easi l y  found o n e  another a nd bred l i ke rabb i t s .  

A s  for t h e  poss i b i l i ty t hey cou l d  have escaped f r o m  a zoo or safar i 

park, any breakout however sma l l  i s  general l y  we l l  pu bl i c i zed and 
repor ted to the a u t hor i t i e s ,  who i ssu e war n i ngs . A f t e r  mystery 
sight i ngs , pol i ce wou l d  be expected to contact known z oos a nd c o l l ect ors 
to asce rta i n  they had f u l l  comp l e me nt s .  

Others be l i e ve that t h e  f e l i nes a r e  as much a part o f  o u r  nat i ve fauna 
as f oxes , badgers and hedge hogs . They a re j ust b i gger and more 
secre t i ve .  

I t  i s  a fact that reports cover t he who l e  spec t r u m  o f  b i g  cats ,  f rom 
l i ons through to l eopards , pumas and sma l l e r  spe c i e s  < bu t  rare l y  
t i gers ) . A theorywh i ch a t t e mpts i n  pa rt t o  u n i f y  the s i gh t i ngs and i s  
qu i te persuasi ve argues that t h e  " bl ac k  pantherM i s  i n  rea l i t y  a f e ma l e  
l i o n .  Loran Coleman suggests t h a t  t he g i a nt Amer i can l i on of t he l ast 
i ce age , Panthera lea atrox , is re f l ected in North Ameri can s i ght i ngs . 
Bot h i ts known l arger bra i n  s i z e  to body wou l d  g i ve an i nt e l l ec t u a l  
breadth a n d  te ndency t o  me l an i s m  on the f r i nge o f  t he l i ons ' range cou l d  
b e  e f f ec t i ve l y  used by f e � l es a s  genet i c  adapta t i on .  Pu t s i mpl y ,  l arge 
maned l i ons do what ma l es do < s l e e p ,  ma t e , wa l k  a bo u t  

·rega l l y ) and 
aggressi ve black cats do what f e ma l es do < hu nt k i l l  ra i se ) 

·Au th Di F 
' ' young . 

or ranc i s  certa i n l y  s u bscr i bes to the be l i e f  the cats are very 
rea l . She be l i e ves them t o  be a widespread and u nd i scovered spec i e s  of 
nat i ve wi l d  cat , desp i t e  great d i f fe rences in descr i pt i on .  

j9 



20 .  
" We can now apprec iate a new and beau t i fu l  a n i ma l  that i nha bi t s  o u r  

woods and f orests a nd t oge ther w e  can he l p  protect t hem as a spec i e s , 
t hus e nsu r i ng t he y  re ma i n  to de l i gh t  us f or another t housand years , " 
wr i t es D i . 

I f  t h i s  were wi de l y  be l i eved ,  I su spe c t  t here wou l d  have bee n  a 
nat i onwi de pan i c ,  quest i ons i n  t he House and possees of t r i gger- happy 
hu nters c l a i mi ng to protect the commu n i t y .  

O f  cou rse , there cou l d  b e  cases o f  mi s i dent i f i cat i on .  People c ou l d  be 
see i ng A l sa t i ans,  l u rchers or wo l f hou nds f or l i ons or pu mas and 

' 

Dobermanns f o r  " bl ac k  panthers . "  Fo l k l ore Fron t i ers con t r i bu tor M i c hae l 
Goss , who has a kee n i nt e rest i n  the t op i c ,  suspected a woman wi tness 
was desc r i b i ng a Dobermann i nstead o f  a b i g  cat . She was adamant she was 
not ; she shou l d  know, she kept t hem. 

M i chae l Goss a l so has a te l l i ng po i nt to ma ke as his research i nt o  the 
1 9t h .  century -- so-ca l l e d  " heyday o f  natu r a l  h i story" -- is negat i ve 
regard i ng a l i en b i g  cat s .  The n t h ou sa nds of a ma t e u r  and profess i ona l 
zool ogi sts were ma k i ng observa t i ons of w i l d l i f e ,  bu t cat references seem 
obv i ou s l y  Scot t i sh wi l dcats , fera l s  or h y br i ds o f  bot h .  

P r i or t o  t h e  Du rha m  s i gh t i ngs , 1 9 8 3  was t he l ast v i ntage year f or 
pha ntom f e l i ne s .  Mid-January had seen t he pu b l i ca t i onof " Cat Cou ntry" b y  
Di Franc i s .  The n o n  Fe bruary 8,  t ha t  everyday story o f  countryf o l k  " T he 
Archers contai ned re ferences to a " mystery b i g  cat" and " pu ma "  and ewes 
fou nd k i l l ed o n  farms around Ambr i dge . 

By spr i ng t here was a l most a csrn i va l  a t mosphere as t he Exmoor Beast 
hogged the head l i ne s .  It was a me d i a  c i rc u s  event as s o l d i ers stal ked 
the a n i ma l  and one tabl o i d  o f fered t 1 , 0 0 0  for a genu i ne phot ograph , t o  
t he a l a rm o f  po l i ce who had a t  f i rst su pported the pu bl i c ' s  i nvo l ve me nt 
in track i ng down the me nace . 

Around t h i s  t i me  I made a persona l  s i ght i ng .  I t  was May 8 ,  a damp , 
f oggy i nhosp i ta b l e  da y .  I was f r ont seat passenger wi t h  f r i e nd J ohn 
Watson a l one i n  t he car on an expedi t i on t o  v i s i t  mega l i t h i c  s i tes i n  
Nor thumbe r l and. We were dr i v i ng f rom Rosden whe n a n  a l l -b l ack cat o f  
panther f or m  crossed the r oad 1 0 0  o r  s o  yards a head o f  u s  f rom r i gh t  t o  
l e f t  and d i saapeared i nt o  the u ndergrowt h .  I t  appeared a s  t a l l a s  an 
adu l t  Dobermann p i nsche r ,  t wi cew the l e ng t h  a nd l owe r sl u ng ,  movi ng wi t h  
a powe rf u l , qu i c k  f e l i ne ga i t .  Afterwards , J ohn f e l t  i t  moved s l ower and 
was gre y i s h .  Why I b l u r ted out a f t e r  t he s i ght i ng ,  ' Vas t hat a deer? ' i s  
a mystery as i t  i n  no way resembled s u c h  a n  an i ma l . 

A l s o ,  desp i te t he h i gh st rangeness , J oh n  ne i t he r  braked not stoppe d .  I 
had a l oaded camera i n  my pac ked bu t i t  never crossed my mi nd to a t t e mpt 
a photograph . In f act , o u r  who l e  lack o f  real co- ord i nat i on a nd 
i na b i l i ty to have a common pe rcept i on of the eve nt is sure l y  st range? 
J oh n  cannot u nderstand now why he d i d  not stop. As someone wi t h  25 
years ' i nterest and i nvol ve me nt in such ma t ters it was embarrassi ng f or 
me .  As a Nort hern U FO I nvest i ga t i ons Network o f f i cer J oh n  mi ght equ a l l y  
have bee n  e xpected t o  react pos i t i ve l y  t o  su c h  a strange st i mu l u s .  

So what d i d  w e  see? Was i t  " rea l ? "  I t  l oo ked sol i d  enou g h .  
I t  i s ,  perhaps , n o t  wi de l y  recogni sed t ha t  t he " b l ack panther" 

< pa nt hera pardu s )  is not h i ng b u t  a me l a n i st i c  l eopard . As stated 
ear l i e r ,  me l a n i sm is f ou nd in some spe c i es o f  wi l d  cats , whe re 
i nd i v i du a l s  have u n i f o r ml y  dark h a i r . Hence the so-ca l l ed b l ack panthe r .  
o r  i t  cou l d  have bee n  a f e ma l e  l i on o f  a re l i c t  i ce age spe c i e s ,  

per haps . 
Yet i t  sudde n l y  van i she d .  I t  d i d  appear f rom a spot where t here was a 

gatewa y .  For some t h i s  has paranorma l  s i gn i f i cance . It occurred at NU 

084204 on t he map be l ow Harehope H i l l  < hares o f t e n  be i ng assoc i ated wi t h  

l ycant hropy . . .  ) ,  L e y  h u nters ma y  f i nd s o me  s i gn i f i cance i n  t h e  l ocat i on .  

We l l  anywa y ,  my s i ght i ng was no f r i end-of -a- f r i e nd ta l e .  B u t  that does 

not di sc l ude many s i mi l a r  stor i es be i ng dodgy . Shor t l y  a f t erwa rds I 

began hav i ng savage dogs re p l aced by s i n i ster b i g  cats i n  my a n x i e t y  

drea ms ,  as i f  t he subj ect ma y  h a v e  symbo l i c or persona l r e l evance . I 

a l so made what I wondered was a l i oness s i ght i ng at Greatham r a i l way 

stat i o n ,  bu t u po n  ma k i ng i nqu i r i e s i mme d i a te l y  afte rwards was able to 

establ i sh I had seen an old A l sat i a n  so doc i l e  as to be a l l owed to 
wander unatt ended . Hav i ng bee n  once b i tten by an A i c e da l e ,  I hate dogs 
and they sensa my fear . I have i ncreas i ng l y  deve l oped an u nease about 
" wi l der ness" and become j u mpy whe n a l one away f rom u r ban conf i nes . 

Xi ke Goss comments : " I f f o l k l ore i s  suppl y i ng us wi t h  mean i ngf u l  
expe r i ences , i t  cou l d  b e  that t he source o f  t hese ' v i s i ons ' i s  t he 
promi nent u rban l egend mot i f  of ' Escaped Dange rou s Wi l d  Ani ma l s '  and 
that it draws power f rom the cu rrent green i ssues l i ke ecol ogy . But t h i s  
sort o f  t h i ng i s  hard t o  prove or d i sprove . "  

So are such c reat u res as D i  Franc i s  a rgues a true phys i ca l  bu t shy 
spec i es or " creat ures on the outer edge" movi ng in and ou t of o u r  
tempora l rea l i ty and d i me ns i on at wi l l ? Whi chever explanat i on i s  
favou red, j u st re me mber t here i s  amp l e  e v i dence t h a t  ve r y  l a rge cats o f  
u nknown ori g i n  are out t here . 

So l e t ' s  f ocus on one part i c u l ar contemporary • cat f l ap . " That of the 
Durha m  " pu ma . " I k now t he a rea where i t  <or the y >  has bee n  s i ghted 
repeated l y  t h i s  yea r ,  have soma extra u npub l i shed ma te r i a l  and a 
pe rsona l connec t i o n .  I t  i s  a l so an i mpress i ve " rumour" f or t he l onge v i t y  
rare l y  recorded i n  such cases and i n-depth a n d  ge ne ra l l y  se nsi b l e  me d i a  
coverage . 

AUG 2 .  Reg i ona l newspapers made Bowbu rn , on t he ou tsk i rts of Durham 
C i t y ,  t he l a test ma rkpo i n t  on the myst ery moggy map.  He re a big b l ac k  
f el i ne wi t h  whi t e paws , a face l i ke a cheetah,  a l ong t a i l a b o u t  2� f e e t  
l ong and body t he s i ze of a La brador was spot ted by a y o u n g  couple near 
the i r  home . " I  know some pe ople mu st t h i nk I must be mad, but my wi fe 
and I both saw the ani ma l  qu i t e c l ear l y , " sa i d  garage f i t ter Stewart 
Yi l son of his ear l y  hours s i ght i ng .  " At f i rst I was convi nced i t  was a 
dog , but it padded a l ong l i ke one of t he g i ant cats. " Durham C i ty P o l ice 
t hen as su bseque n t l y  took t he report se r i ousl y .  A spokesman was 
su f f i c i e n t l y  we l l  versed in such ma t ters as to say that l a rge wi l d  cats 
were becomi ng more common in certa i n  par t s  ofBr i ta i n .  It was t he i r  o n l y  
report but t h e  pu b l i c  was warned t h a t  a nyone see i ng s u c h  a n i ma l s  i n  
f u t ure shou l d  s t a y  we l l  c l ear of t hem.  

AUG  4.  Mot or-cyc l i st Da v i d  Har t f ou nd a puma- l i ke cat l y i ng in the 
road in t he Forest o f  Dea n .  After  a mi nute i t  sprang over  a hedge . 
S i ght i ng f o l l owed se ver al s i mi l ar reports from the area l ast November .  
< D .  Te leg > . 

SEPT 9. Puma- l i ke a n i ma l  was prowl i ng t he outski rts of a l arge 
I nverness hous i ng estate . A s i t e agent says he had see n  it on at l east 
t hree occas i ons and was convi nced t he go l d-co l o u red beast was not a wi l d  
cat . < Abe rdee n  P ress & J ou r na l ) .  

SEPT 15 . Du rham cat now t hought by pol i ce t o  be a bl ack pu ma .  Spotted 
with a sma l l e r  cat b y  a mot o r i st on t he A l 6 7 . An i ma l s  seen t o  run i nt o  
f i e l ds at the rear o f  t h e  T h i nf ord B r i dge I nn .  This happe nst o b e  a 
favou r i te trai n-spot t i ng ha u nt of mi ne on the east coast ma i n  l i ne . I 
can a l so recommend the pu b ,  i ts a l e  and i t  has a beer garde n .  < D .  Te l e g ,  
1 6 t h ) . 

SEPT 2 4 .  The day be f ore t h i s ,  B r i a n  Rothe ry spotted " t h i s  b l ack t h i ng 
and at f i rst I t hought i t  was a sma l l  horse . Then I rea l i sed i t  was t oo 
l ong to be a horse . I t  was stand i ng w i t h  i t s  head down towards the 
grass . • He be l i eved it cou l d  have been sta l k i ng c h i l dren p l a y i ng in o l d  
c o l l i e ry bu i l d i ngs a t  Dea n  and Chapt e r , Ferryh i l l .  The youngste rs saw 
i t ,  started shou t i ng and beat a retreat . Mr Rothery , i nc i dent a l l y ,  was 
wa l k i ng his Dobermann a t  the t i me  and t he cat " was t wo or t hree t i mes 
t he s i z e of t ha t . " < A l so D. Exp , Su n ,  25th > . One report sa i d  i t  had a l so 
be a n  spo t t e d  at F i shburn cokeworks.  



] 1.  
SEPT 2 6 .  Then former Windsor Wi ldl i fe Sa far i Park warden f o r  f our 

years Charles Char lton poured scorn on the black puma theory and sa id i t  
was more l i ke l y  a dog or large wi ld cat. 

OCT 4 .  Enter P . C .  Edd i e  Be l l ,  wildl i f e enthusiast , and Dr Nigel 
Dunston of Durham Uni versity zool ogy department , who pl anned to sta l k  
the beast after n o w  six supposed sightings < l atest back at Bowburn ) .  
Pawpri nts measur i ng 3 - i nch across havi ng bee n  found . < No re port of any 
tr i p  then has been l ocated> . 

OCT 5 .  In a resume pi ece of f i ve sight i ngs , includ i ng a caseof the 
beast seen with a rabbit i n  its j aws, a huge panther- l i ke creature 
sprang on to the bonnet of l orry dr i ver Cl i ve Dawk i ns '  vehicle parked i n  
a l ay-by near Ferryh i l l .  H e  grabbed h i s  C B  rad i o  but h i s  cr i esfor he l p  
were al most i ncoherent . On l y  when a motor i st pu l l ed i n  mi nutes later d i d  
the creature f l e e .  But Mr Dawki ns '  expe r i e nce can be f i l ed around SEPT 
2 1 .  R . S. P . C. A .  i nspector Bi l l  Chr i sp sa id its l a ir was rough l y  known and 
it was be i ng watched through infra-red b i noculars. <Sun. Exp> . 

OCT 3 0 .  Then pensi oner F l orence Vatson, of Deaf H i l l, was hani ng out 
her wash i ng and saw the ani mal 3 0  yards away. Af ter a few seconds i t  
f l ed towards a nearby quarry .  " It was quite a bit bigger than an 
Alsa t i an, wi th a cat- l i ke appearance , and was dark brown with a straight 
neck and poi nted ears . "  

��- - PC B!l!l wit!' the cdt of the fo����t _ _ _ . . _ __ _ 

rr WENT THAT WAY • • •  F111ft1Kt Wat- sitows wiH:re siN SliW "" 
!'rfrl"'f animGI - 11« DHI Hill &ome. - (MS659}. 

However, th is report l ed a j ourna l i st col l eague -- wh o hard l y  deserves 
anonimity -- to rel ate how two/three weeks previously ha had seen the 
beast cross the road ahead of h i m. He stopped to i nvesti gate and after 
l ooki ng around for a few minutes rea l i sed that it was l a id about two 
feet away in a ditch . " The most evi l - l ooki ng dog I ' ve aver seen . "  The 
fearl ess Fortean f l ed . 

OCT 3 1 .  P . C . Be l l  was devot i ng ten days ' hol iday to the hunt 
accompa n i e d  apparent l y  by B i l l  Chr i sp .  The beast was be i ng b l ame d  for 
the s l aughter o f  four sheep at Bowburn several days be f ore - - one 
part icu l ar l y  savage l y  attacked . 

NOV 5 .  " \{here ' s  my puma?" was the p l a i nt i ve headl i ne regar d i ng " puma 
patr o l man" Edd i e  Be l l  and the beast " spotted a dozen t i me s" now.  

NOV 6 .  It was cur l ed in short grass beh i nd �i ngate Auct i on Sa l erooms 
and spotted by wi l d l i f e enthusi ast Arthur Hardy and Ste phen Dodsworth .  
" It was b i gger than a n  A l sati an ,  j et b l ack i n  c o l our w i t h  poi nted ears 
on the top of its head a nd a very l ong ta i l , "  sa i d  Arthur . The sa me  day 
the Beast of Exmoor was a l l eged l y  i de nt i f i ed by Devon animal expert 
lligel Br i er l y  as a brown l ynx from hairs on s heep it k i l l ed .  < Su n > .  

HOV ? .  Came another day l i ght s i ght i ng i n  �i ngate by a man wa l k i ng h i s  
A l sat i a n, wh ich wou ld not g o  near t he l arge b l ack cat , b i gger t han h i s  
dog which bounded out o f  bushes by a stream . Was t h i s  NOV 6 ,  whe n a t  2 
a. m. coach dr i ver Ray mond Richardson ,  from Bowburn ( !  >, reported a l arge 
cat run from the d irect i on of a d i sused cemeter y  near Metal Br i dge ( i . e . 
Thi nford ) towards Hett . Be�ause . . .  

NOV 8 .  The sa me  day the cat was i n  Wi ngate , North Yor kshire P o l ice 
l ogged a " bl ack panther" at Croft-on - Te e s  at 8 p . m. o n  NOV 6, around 16 
mi les a wa y ,  s i ted by an u nnamed woma n  motor i st on the road to M i dd l eton 
Tya s .  P . C .  Be l l  reckoned t here must be t wo separate cat s .  The Eveni ng 
Gazette added there had been two ( ! ) s i ght i ngs ear l i er i n  t he day near 
Ferryh i l l  and then �i ngat e . 

NOV 12 . A " huge j et b l ack cat with a l ong t a i l "  was p i c ked out by the 
l i ghts of newspaper pr i nter Tom Robertson at about 4 a . m. on the B9 1 1 9 
road to Tar l a nd. " I  saw its eyes f ir st .  It came o f f  the f i e ld , l ooked at 
me and crossed the road . " < Press & J ourna l , Aberdee n > . 

NOV 1 3 .  Supt . Barry Purdy , commander of Durham sub-d i v i s i on ,  appea l ed 
for regu l ar walkers -- i nc l udi ng poachers -- to re port any facts whi c h  
might l e a d  to the beast ' s l a ir . Mean wh i l e  a n  a n i ma l, descr i bed as b l ac k ,  
the s i ze of a Labradorand wi t h  a l ong cur l y  ta i l  had be e n  spotted i n  
G i psy Lane , between Bradbury and Ferryh i l l  Stat i on .  P . C .  Be l l  
i nvesti gated a nd when he approached t he a n i ma l  i t  b i t  h i m  o n  the hand , 
requ ir i ng a tetanus j ab .  He thought it to be a mongre l dog whi c h  had 
bee n dumped .  

NOV 15 . P. C .  Be l l  was i mpressed with a s i g ht i ng b y  Shi ldon man Kenneth 
Robi nson - - " very accurate , whereas other witne sses have been vagu e .  He 
says he has seen a puma be f ore , a nd that is what he c l a i ms  he saw . " 
However , the s i ght i ng was i n  Apr i l ,  spotted from a tra i n .  U n f ortunate l y  
the Northern Echo report i s  vague i n  that i t  does not say where the 
tra i n  was at the t i me .  

NOV 1 8 . P . C . Be l l  appea l l e d  that pe ople make sure what t hey were 
see i ng was not j ust a b i g  dog , sayi ng i f  it was a stray it wou l d  be 
dangerous , and i f  the b i g  cat " it w i l l  be as dangerous as anyt h i ng e l se 
i f  threatened . •  A re port had bee n  made of a possi bl e  cat runni ng be h i nd 
the po l i ce stati on -- of a l l  p l ac e s  - - at Newton Ha l l ,  but " it wou ld 
have had to have had to cross Durham to get there and some body wou l d  
have seen i t . " 



NOV 23 . My wi f e  c l a i ms  she saw 1 0 0  yards down the road f rom ou r 
subu r ban estate home i n  Seaton Carew a b i g  b l ac k  cat the s i z e  of a grown 
Labrador w i t h  s l e e k  ha i r  mov i ng i n  a f e l i ne way . Pau l i ne was ,  howeve r ,  
surpr i sed t hat pass i ng mot o r i sts see me d  t o  i gnore i t s Su nday 
prese nce . Havi ng see n  t he r e a l  t h i ng once a nd hav ing been mi sta ken on 
a nother occasi on ,  I favoured not vent u r i ng a n  opi n i o n .  

NOV 26 . C l ose t o  where my wi f e  s a w  the st range a n i ma l  and , i n  fact , 
ou t s i de whe re she works pa r t- t i me ,  I saw another shop assi stant bes i de 
an e l der l y  yet st i l l  f r i sky black Labrador j u mp i ng l i ke a se n i l e  l a mb 
and ho l d i ng i t s  cha i n  l ead i n  i t s  mou t h .  Case of cat f l ap and my 
i nvo l ve me nt cau s i ng a psycho l og i ca l  mi s i dent i f i ca t i on t he Su nday 
pre v i ou s l y? 

DEC 3 .  Read i ng my daughte r ' s pop magaz i ne abou t 
E l k i e  Brooks l i v i ng i n  Nor t h  De von,  i t  stated : 
" She has seen the dreaded ' Be ast of Exmoor ' ! !  
< i . e . a ve ryhor r i b l e  spook-creatu re that ' s  a 
cross bet ween a wi l d-ca t and a domest i c  cat 
wh i c h  j u mps on sheep and sc o f f s  t hem. ) .  Bu t 
she wasn ' t scared because she had he r t hree dogs 
wi t h  he r ! ! "  <Smash H i t s ) . 

DEC 5 .  The sa me scene as f ar me rs arou nd Barn­
sta p l e  we re recordi ng n i ght - t i me no i ses i n  a 
bid to i dent i f y t he beast wh i ch has k i l l ed doz e ns 
of shee p ,  < Su n ) . 
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< Su n ,  Dec 1 2 >  

ELK I§ 

e c e mber it seems t he f l a p  has pe tered 
Comp l e t i ng this a r t i c l e  in mid-D 

t o  wha t  has gone o n .  Cat or dog ; 
we see m no w i ser as 1 ?  ou t .  Su mmi ng u p ,  

i d  t i f i ca t i ons ; c orporeal o r  etherea . 
pu ma or pant her ; real or mi s e n  

Confused? You bet ! 
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of Bri t ai n ' s b i g  mystery 
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Spec i f i c " Durham Puma" 
regi ona l newspaper 
reports : 

NORTHERN ECHO : Aug 2 ;  
Oc t 4 ,  3 1 ;  Hov 5 ,  7 ,  8 ,  
1 3 ,  15 , 1 7 .  

XA I L ,  HARTLEPOOL ; Aug 4 ;  
Sept 1 5 ,  24 , 26 ; Oct 3 0 ;  
Nov 7 ,  1 3 .  <Several of 
t hese reports only appear­
ed in t he Cou nty edi t i on ,  
c i rcu l a t i ng i n  Sou th-East 
Durham) . 

ECHO , SUNDERLAND: The Ma i l  
shares a Du rham Ci ty o f f i ce 
wi th t h i s  s i s ter news­
pape r ,  wh i c h  wou l d  have 
car r i ed si mi l ar report s .  

THE MAG I C  PEASANT b y  HENRY BREW I S  < Fa rmi ng Press Lt d . , Wharfeda l e  
Roa d ,  I pswi ch,  I P 1  4LG , .t2-99 > . 

T h i s  is a rrea l r i b- t i ck l i ng col l ect i on of hu morous farmi ng cartoons 
whi ch l ook l i ke a mi xture of G i l es and The l we l l .  I l aughed wi t h ,  rather 
than at , farmer Se p .  It is rare i ndeed that I have pra i se for a farmer 
but an i l l ustrator who depl ores t he act i vi t i es of t he f ox hunt i ng 
f r a t e r n i t y  as muc h  as Bre wi s obv i ou s l y  must be a good c ha p .  There are 
a l so short essa ys and poe ms .  The f ox i l l ustra t i ons used in t h i s  magaz i ne 
come f r o m  t he boo k .  I t ' s a rea l treat . 

REV I E�S OF OTHER EXCHANGE MAGAZ I N ES W I LL APPEAR I N  F . F .  5 .  



NIWSLINBS 
AND UPDATI 

ROTHERHAM TR I ANGLE.  A f ter dubbi ng t he area e nc l osed by l i nes drawn 
be t ween Doncaster , She f f i e l d  and Barns l e y  as the Rotherham T r i a ng l e , we 
were v i ndicated by the head l i ne • Ra p i st sta l ks t r i angl e  of f ear . " N i ne 
rapes had occurred i n  a t r i angl e  of t owns i n  Sou t h  Yorkshi re ,  i nc l u d i ng 
Rot herham. < Sta r ,  7 / 8 / 8 6 > . . . Of f i c i a l s  i n  Rotherham have deci ded f u t u re 
houses wi l l  be 1 2 A  i nstead of 13 and e x i st i ng estates be renumbered 
. . .  Then black bar ma n  Car l t o n  Ebanks , s l ee pi ng o n  the premises wi t h  h i s  
g i r l f r i e nd ,  woke a t  She f f i e l d ' s Mu f f  I n n  (abso l u t e l y  n o  comme nt ! ) wi t h  
whi t e  st rands f a l l i ng f r o m  h i s  j e t-blac k  A f r o  c u r l s ,  wi t h  t hree spi r its  
present a l l  dressed l i ke TV pu ppet show " Terrahawks" wi t c h  Z e l d a .  <Su n ,  
1 3 / 1 1 / 86 } . 

RE I NCARNATION .  Res i de nt s  of a west J a va t own be l i eve a f e ma l e  monkey 
wear i ng a go l d  nec k l ace a nd earri ngs t o  be the rei nca rna t i o n  o f  a 16-
year- o l d  g i r l . Her parents have o f f erd a reward f or t he mon ke y ' s capture 
and f or i t  to be turned back i nto t he i r  daughte r .  The pare nts say she 
died and became a monkey a f t er don n i ng t he f a mi l y ' s " mag i c  robe "  w i thou t 
permi ss i on .  < D .  Te l e g ,  8 / 8 / 86 )  . . . .  Meanwh i l e  is rei ncarna t i on i nvo l ved 
i n  the story of a parakeet be l ongi ng to a fami l y  in a Sov i e t  v i l l age 
whi c h  rec i tes poe try i n  Eng l i sh and g i ves desc r i p t i ons of London? < S .  
Exp , 28 / 1 0 / 86 ) . 

io . 666 .  A pape r whi c h  sho u l d  know better had a paragraph on the we l l ­
known Mark of the Beast Soc i a l  Secu r i ty Prophecy ,  The At hens correspon­
dent c l a i msthe Gree k Ort hodox Church has f orced the government to change 
i ts codi ng f or a new se r i e s  o f  i dent i t y cards , whi c h were t o  be g i n  w i t h  
t he nu mber 666 , o n  the grou nds i t  symbo l i sed t he Ant i chr i st .  < D .  Te l e g ,  
4 / 1 2 / 86 ) . 

A I DS .  F . F . 3 focussed on A I DS and si nce t h e n  t he med i a  has had f i e l d  
days wi t h  news a n d  propaganda , bu t l i t t l e  f o l k l ore . I n  Sou t h  A f r i ca 
wi tchdoctors were b l a mi ng t he e p i demi c on " wi zards who a re not happy 
whe n they see progress . " E i ther that or " an i ma l s ,  mosqu i t os or dri nki ng 
wate r . • < D .  Te l e g ,  6 / 1 2 / 86 > . Sc i e n t i st s  i n  J ohannesbu rg su ggest bedbugs 
c ou l d  pass o n  A I DS to ma l nouri shed b l ac k  ch i l dre n .  <Su n ,  7 / 7 / 86 > .  I n  
Zamb i a ,  A I DS v i ct i ms  are spread i ng t he d i sease because t hey be l i eve the 
way to cure i t  i s  to make l ove to new partners . < Su n ,  1 3 / 1 0 / 86 > . The 
not i on t he v i ru s  is a man-made bug whi ch escaped from a l a borat ory 
< " proba b l y  evol ved du r i ng cancer research" ) ro l l s o n  merri l y .  < Su n ,  

27/ 1 0 / 86 } . 

GEOKANT I C  BLUSHES. Andy Roberts wrote t hat on Aug . 27 t he Rad i o  1 
" Ci t y  to Ci ty" programme was abou t L i verpoo l and had t wo mu s i c i ans 
t a l k i ng - - from Echo & the Bunnymen , he t h i nk s  -- about L i verpo o l  Town 
Ha l l .  " The g i st of t he conversa t i on was that i t  was bu i l t  t he wrong way 
arou nd , as the p l ans t he archi tect had drawn had no n or t h  or sou t h  
marke d ,  thus t he steps were bu i l t  o n  the wrong s i de .  A b i t  o f  a mi xed-up  
t a l e  bu t a c l ass i c  ' bu i l di ng the wrong way · around ' one . " The n d a y s  later 
came another case , this t i me of a new mosque in Rome ma y be  hav i ng t o  be 
demo l i shed and re bu i l t  because the archi tect desi gned i t  to f ace I srae l 
i nstead of Mecca . t here was a mistake of f i ve degrees.  < D .  M i rror,  
3 0 / 9 / 86 ) . 

HALLEY ' S  COMET .  Re me mbe r  i n  F . F .  3 
we ! a a t u red Thames Va l l ey Egg s '  comet 
egg compe t i t i on .  The one chosen as 
be i ng most l i ke Ha l l e y ' s Come t  f rom 
t he 400 entrants won t l O , OOO -- ha l f  
f or t he wi nne r  and the sa me  amount 
f or the Du k e  of Ed i nburgh Award 
Sche me . It was be i ng d i sp l ayed i n  20 
Tesco s t ores nat i onwi de . Thames 
Va l l ey hoped t o  prese nt i t  to t he 
Na t i ona l H i story Muse u m  once the 
t ou r  was over . As mon i t or J acqu e l i ne 

'27. 

S i mpson c o mments : • I t h i nk you ' 1 1  ' J , 
_, 

. . _ · 1 
agree t ha t  it deserves i t ! • < Yorth- YES, JT'8 GEN��e;:.�r:'!:-::�.en tbat woo tbo 
i ng & District Adve r t i se r , 19/3/86 > . 
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. I � WS A MYSTERY • • •  Mr .Jod Ltdt wit. tiN pl.le of lfNIIIi. - {M. 5618} . . 

I Thi::s,�=��:�.�':W.�J 
� A MYSTERY object came down to "Ali i c•n think of J. th•l lt  "',.,. froiJ! • : 
� earth with a bump In a Hartlepool piii,;;·�:"::.:::·Loch ..,.,.. .ipping coffH � 
� granddad'a backyard. 

• yeett�rd<�y wht�n they hurd • loud bltng on � 
� Puzzled penaloner J•ck Lock• dla· theroof. : 
: cov.....J the lump of m•t•l •ffer h hit hla •·we thought If w•• chlld,.n throwing § 
� roof and bounced on to lht� ground. thing• et flret but when we wen! out th«e � 
§ And when wife Jenet picked lt up •h• w .. no-one around, "aaldMrLocke. :: § found the weighty piKe w•• atl!l wenn. ..,;;:�:,!��:::.���,':.;=:tt�:�r.��· My � 
§ Now Jack (82}, of Thomton StNHt, le Mr Locloe now plena to ••k !he Clvn : 
§ tf'(lng to find out wher• the lump - which AW'Iatlon Author/f)!"• help In treclng whet• � 
§ ha thlnlo e la medt� oflron - c•m• from. the metel piKe c•m• from. � 
;:;IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIKIIUtt ltttlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllf?. 



" J'M beginning U> hne my doubt.a 
about death" uid M r M u syoka 

Mututa, a. 60 year old e1tata agent from 
Titu, shortly after sitting up in his coffin 
and 

T
:int�!ora���:���a�r.t..'l�Cmbled 

friends and rel atives, Mr M u tu ta was 
brought back t.o life At the last minuta by 
the sound of enrth falling on the coffin lid. 

· The m��on himself, howenr, wa.s not 
g reat ly pot out by the experience, thi1 
being his third unsuccessful funeral. . 

PLATFORM END RUMOUR. Speed record breaki ng A4 Pac i f i c  Ma l l ard ' s return 

to revenue-earning serv i c e  be tween York and Scarborough has: rat t l ed a 

few r u mours and t a l l t a l es i nto t he ope n .  Know i ng my ra i l way enthu s i a s m ,  

a n e i ghbour ext ol l ed the streaml i ner ' s v i r t u e s .  • Last t i me  I sa w her wa s  

i n  1 959 , • remi n i sced Der e k .  • she came on a t  York a nd reached Dar l i ngton 

in 31 minutes . • She d i d n ' t .  That ' s  the t i me  t oday ' s  I nt e r-Ci ty 1 25s 
take . • she e nded her career a s  sta t i on p i l ot a t  Doncast e r . • She d i d n ' t .  

She never was. 
But back to York , on August 1 ,  1 0 8 5 ,  a f e l l ow trai nspot ter to l d  me on 

good a u t hor i ty that Ma l l ard wou l d  hau l t he last of that season ' s 

Scarborough Spa Bxpresse s .  She d i d n ' t .  She was nowhere ready f or such . �� � �  . . � I ro n i ca l l y  the cha i rma n  of the Fri ends of the Nat i ona l Rai l way Muse u m ,  

whi c h  l a unched Ma l l a rd ' s r e t u r n  to stea m appe a l  i s  B i l l  Reyno l d s .  A s  

Execu t i ve Di rector , Syste ms  a nd Operat i ons , Br i t i sh Ra i l ways Boa rd , h e  

argued i n  Transport Stu d i e s ,  J u ne 197 1 , h o w  s t e a m  l ocomot i ve s  cou l d  -�--��tr� 
never,  e ve r ,  be a l l owed to r u n  ever aga i n  on Br i t i sh Ra i l ' s  tracks . 

God ' s s u re l y  a steam bu f f ,  for as they say ,  t here i s  mo
�
r

_
e�j o�--------� 

over one s i nner that repe nt e t h  . . . . .  . 

St'lettl peo�e promised articles but hove yd to deiNer the 
goods u we go to the printer. This is not • lite�ry 
guiltogrtml I hope to write up /oundttion ueri!�tes 
(including criminols In eonerde) ltJr the nerl iuue; tlso the 
Stuck Cou�e. Articles, Idlers, cuttings, comments elwoys gloclly reeeNed. 

• Mi ke Goss j ust i sn •
'
t going to be l i eve t h i s  . . .  • 

IT WAS a wet wicket and 
rain was st i l l  fa l l ing. But  it 
was not the wea thu that 
brought a sudden halt  to Old 
Cliftonian's innings in  their 
h o m e  m a t c h  at B r i s t o l  
against Stowe Templars of 
Leicestershi�. 

C l i ft o n i � o s  N o  4 ,  S i m o o  
Hnlitt, w a s  facint up to his 
next delivery - the bowler had 
just started his run up - when 
his concentration w a s  broken by 
a loud crash behind him. 

Not koowinr what was hap­peoior. be cowered and covered his head with his hands. But 
when be turned around �nd 
d iscovered the cause of the 
bold-up, he bunt out laucbinc 

There, lylni near the stumps, 1 

was a dead mackerel. 
"We all thoucht it was bllar· 

ious", said team·m�te Ste.e 
Scott. "I saw two sea gulls  llying 
overhead. about SOft up. and 
ooe of them must have been 
canyioc the lis!! and dropped it. 

"I have heard of some pretty 
odd things stopping play - but 
never 1 mackerel. Our captain 
Martin Lockyer, walked on t� 

-;: t he p i t c h .  scooped u p  the • 

::; mackerel  w i t !!  h i s  b a t  a n d  
� carried it to t h e  boundary a n d  1 

.! left it there. 
� J i m  A n d re w s .  t h e  Clif ton 

� College professional, �a id :  " l t  f"i w u  the oddest w a y  of stoppin( 
play I know. I know it  w a s  a 
wet wicker. but not lhJt wet. " 


